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� Albert Michelson 
(1852-1931) 

� First American to 
receive Nobel Prize 
(Physics 1907) 

� Developed 
interferometer to 
detect Earth’s motion 
through ether 



STONE BLOCK  
1.5 M X 1.5 M X 0.25 M 

NO DISCERNABLE  
FRINGE SHIFT 



A. Michelson, Studies in Optics,  
University of Chicago Press, 1927, p.155. 

 
Michelson used an interferometer to measure the size of stars. 

Interferometers were subsequently adapted to do precision 
measurement of many kinds and control precision machines. 





























FIGURE FROM PHYSICS 
TODAY APRIL 2016 

CAPTION FROM PHYSICS 
TODAY APRIL 2016 




